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Civil Jar 

S vrtly after lh r civil ' ;nr “.political orator waved the bloody flag b t Zdray 
u- e<J t,ie people t0 vot ® the wa " the y - l,R d shot. Rev. John i.eugh replied to bio 
B oaethir.v- like thi«« "The war is over. It is our duty to promote peace. I had a eon 
in the Confederate army and I had a aon in the Union army. If the hostilities con¬ 
tinue, the factions will be holding their basket dinners in different hollows." 

This woe the lent effort on the part of any speaker to make a bloody fleg speech in 
this county • From 1926 iff. Ve. Blue Book 


* (red) The Civil Tar narked the division line in this county between the old 

and the new. The thinking en in the county were especially interested in the 1870 

in introducing appliances that the soldiers had observed on their campaigns. This 

was the line of demarkation between the sickle and the grain cradle, the flintlock 

rifle and the repesting rifle, the introduction of the steam engine and the portable 

sawmill to take the place of the water turned mill, kerosene lamps for candle light. 

“* k ’ FriCl ° f n6Sr Cl0Ver Lick ^.edthe first kerosene lamp eger in the county in 
1865. 


But more than anything elae that spurred the business men of Pocahontea County 

s the success of James E. A. Gibbs, of Marlinton, -ho after the Civil 7/ar found he 

iCh b ' Clul9e of “ he success of a chain stitch sewing machine he had invented just 
before the war. 

t 

Th * ° ljer CUizenB of today have seen the adoption of such things as the steam 

e - ae ^r.g machine (1872), turbine wheel, telephone (1898), printing ships (1P 8 2) 
bend mills 

Lr 'y more * °n the other hand, during this period, we loot a great 

mony ^ j ^ 

*1 workmen such as candlemakers, farriers, shoemakers, weavers, spinr.ers 
af ’ r ”' L8n - Ver8 . saddlers, stonemesons and the like. This wes especielly true 

^ C OVf 

borc _ 'sgone begen to make regular trips to bring in freight fora nil- 

19C1 ° n ’ :i ' tor ‘ Bv tlle', and Ronceverte and with the coming of the railroads in 

“•» *«“• -a f„„. 

7!| e industrial j 

evolopments were gradual. This county developed along with the 


inti 


rtlB j ^ - -w-«— — ""t -iwi tm 

n ° r Virginia through the building cf turnpikes in -he ie.*;- 5 Q. 
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i.rc*a »cre rtctif lly untouched. Agriculture and grar- 
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, cf iut stock -ore the chief industarea. 

pen) Agriculture was the chief pursuit of the early settlers of Pocahontae 

t „ travel was difficult and transportation facilities were meager, the 


county. Because travel — — -. - 

ttl r- *ere compelled to be practically self sustaining. Gardening, together with 

of srcell patches of buckwheat, com, beans, end potatoes, largely con- 
. . utR p| the early fanning enterprises. Later cattle, sheep, and hogs were introduced 
j.-;. -ipally for rildm wool and neat to supplement the supply of wild game and fish 
thtt was ar important source of food and clothing. Trapping furnished fure and skins 
could be tr6ded for the few supplies not produced at home. The bottom Irnds were 
generally devoted to gr:an end hay, and the adjecent slopes were cleared and used for 
pasture. The land has always been farmed, for the meet pert, in small tracts by the 


owners. Few slaves were owned and the freeing of them did not affect agriculture. 


Between 1880 arid 1890 the production of all grains and crops increased materially. 


The total acreage in all grains has remained fairly constant 9ince 1890, but acreage in 


certain crops have fluctuated considerably. Corn has been in the lead at all times 


followed by either wheat or oays. Hay increased from 10,817 acres in 1879 to 15,138 ac 


re9 in 1689 and has increased very little since, but the acre yield has been more than 


doubled. Since 1900 the total number of hogs-and cattle has dropped off slightly, but 


the number of sheep raised and the production of wool, dairy products, poultry and 


ergs have increased considerably. The acreage occupied by potetoes and garden crops 
most of which are grown for home ase, fluctuates from year to year. 


Between 1880 and 1910 the number of farms steadily increased from 632 to 1,198, 
the latter figure being only 3 below that given by the 1930 census report. As the sixe 
of the farms had decreased slightly in the last 50 years, the total amount of land in 
fer-is has remained fairly constant. 


'nan. 


Poor transportation facilities, long distance from markets, and the need of cash 
income forced the farmers of this section in early days *to turn to the production of 
beef. Ever, now with reilroad shipping available, it remains the largest source of 
income. Formerly ell cattle, when ready for market, were driver, overland. To outside 

markets, pri ncipally pittebur . Baltimore and Clarksburg. any were soli as feed 
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„ Valley* to th, east an, w er « later CiErktted th#re . 

•ideally Ell the cattle were sola grass fattened. 

r -” i ” S ” thad ’ " 4 5 ”" a8 "”‘ ** r * **•»•* l«rg. ly by t h. 8te , Fne „ of the iui 

"* <dl ' lh ' fara - S0 °“ after facilities heea.e s.aUabl. th. 

* lead owners brought in .owing .schin.s, „ apors> buEgy ^ ^ ^ ^ 

sailer patch farms *nd or steep or stony lands mnrh n r , v 

y J-ar.as, much of the work was still done 

rd, and continues so ever, today. 


* (red) From-Pocahontas Times - 1929 

by-Andrew Price 

* (green) From-Report on Foca. County 

by Dr. 3 . h. Williams of the U. S. 
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